
 

The Philip Morant School and College 

Remote Education Provision: Information for 
Pupils, Parents and Carers 

 

 

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers 
about what to expect from remote education in a variety of situations: 

 

1. Extensive Restrictions: If national or local restrictions require the entire school 
population (excluding vulnerable children and the children of critical workers) to remain at 
home 

2. Selective Restrictions: If local restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain 
at home. 

3. Individual Self-isolation: Where individual pupils are self-isolating 

 
For details of what to expect in each situation, please see the relevant section on the  following 
pages  



1 Extensive Restrictions 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 
Please note: the first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our 
standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote 
teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education on the first day or 
two of pupils being sent home? 
 
We would hope to offer our full remote learning provision as set out in detail in the following 
guidance (Remote Learning - Parent Guide) from the first day. However, while we work with 
families to ensure that all students have appropriate remote learning devices and internet 
access, we may provide workbooks in core subject areas for students to work through 
independently. 

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly 
the same curriculum as they would if they were in school? 
We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and appropriate, 
with students following a ‘normal’ timetable during the day (for specific details of timings of the 
day and nature of the timetable, please see guidance above). However, we may need to make 
some adaptations in some subjects. For example core PE lessons will not take place, but 
instead students will be guided to different types of physical activity they can do whilst working 
from home. Similarly other subjects with a large practical element (such as Science, 
Technology, Drama, Music and Art) may change the order/nature of lessons to enable students 
to develop both skills and knowledge away from specialist teaching areas. 

 

Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take 
pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 

Students in years 7-10 - 4-5 hours, plus tutor time each morning, depending on the specific 
lessons on their timetable 

Students in years 11-13 - 5 hours plus tutor time 

No additional home study will be set during this period of remote learning. Students taking 
formal qualifications this year may wish to use time outside of formal lessons to prepare for 
assessments. Students in other years may be guided to extension materials or extra-curricular 
clubs.  

https://philipmorant.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Learning-at-Home-Parent.pdf


Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are providing? 

All lessons, assignments and support material will be accessed by students through their 
Google Classrooms (GCs), which are automatically set up in their school google account. 
These GCs have been in use across the curriculum since 2020 and students should be fully 
aware about how to access and use them in their learning. Material and instructions for the day 
are posted by 8am every morning to enable some flexibility for families in terms of accessing 
learning 

As well as GCs, students may be guided to other learning platforms or approved websites to 
facilitate their learning still further.  

If students are unable to attend lessons at the scheduled time for any reason, recordings of any 
important ‘live’ elements of the lesson will be made available as soon as possible after the 
lesson has finished.  

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support 
them to access remote education? 
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the 
following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

● In September 2020 all parents & carers completed an online survey which ascertained 
the availability of devices in households and access to reliable broadband.  

● Laptops and devices will be distributed to households based on need.  

● Should you require a device or need help with broadband, please contact Mrs Hockridge 
by emailing contact@pmsc.school  

● We will endeavour to provide a Chromebook if your child is having to share a device with 
siblings or is working from a mobile phone.  

● The school may be able to provide dongles so students can access 4G 

● Our preferred method of remote education is through our Google platform; however, we 
can provide workpacks, if necessary.  

● If your child needs help logging on to Google Classrooms, please contact their year 
team, who will talk them through this.  

 

How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

● Students will normally experience a live presentation of material and tasks which may be              
completed online or on paper and then uploaded to their Google Classroom 



● Students may also be guided to pre-recorded presentations and/or other instructions and            
material regarding tasks set - these will be posted on the appropriate GC 

● The material used will be a mixture of self-produced presentations and documents, and             
recorded teaching and learning materials from organisations such as Oak National           
Academy lessons and other commercially available websites and apps supporting the           
teaching of specific subjects or areas (including video clips or sequences) 

● There may be a mixture of these approaches according to the subject and key stage               
being taught 

● Teachers are available throughout a timetabled lesson to respond to questions, offer            
advice and give feedback to students 

● Where necessary, textbooks, printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks,           
worksheets and reading books pupils have at home may be used by students 

Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as 
parents and carers should provide at home? 
In summary, students working from home: 
 

● must register every morning (via the Year Group Google Classroom) 
● must complete the full day of lessons and tutorial activities set 
● must submit classwork as instructed 
● must follow the online Code of Conduct 

 
However please see the following guidance for how to support your child:  
 
Remote learning Support  
 
Supporting your child during lockdown  

 

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be 
informed if there are concerns? 
 
We will use information from a number of sources (daily registration, submission of assignments 
and engagement with lessons and lesson material) to check student’s general and 
subject-specific engagement with their work. 
 
Pastoral teams will contact parents and carers wherever there are general concerns to offer 
support and guidance as to how to improve a student’s level of engagement. Subject teachers 
and leaders will contact you regarding any subject-specific issues 

·   

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

https://philipmorant.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Supporting-Your-Child-With-Remote-Learning-BLUE-merged-1.pdf
https://philipmorant.essex.sch.uk/parents/how-to-support-your-child/


Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for 
individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via 
digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to 
feeding back on pupil work will vary according to the nature of the subject being taught, but will 
contain the following elements: 

● Generic advice on posts on Google Classroom 

● Via the ‘Chat’ function on Google Meets (in live lessons) 

● Comments on work submitted  

● Self-marking assignments 

● Through email or Private Message on Google Classrooms 

Assessments will take a variety of forms including short recall tests, exam-style questions, 
practical assignments (where possible in certain subjects) and longer, more formal assessments 
that combine several types of question. 

Students will receive feedback regularly, according to the nature of the subject and the 
frequency of lessons on their timetable.  
 

Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from 
adults at home to access remote education? 
We recognise that some pupils, for example pupils with special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at 
home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents 
and carers to support those pupils in the following ways: 
 

● Student Information Sheets will be reviewed and amended, if necessary. 

● A  student’s key worker will liaise with families regularly. Our SEND team will 
continue to liaise with families, answer questions and deal with any 
day-to-day-concerns.  

● The pastoral and SEND team will help students to access the remote learning 
platform through one-to-one support or coaching.  

● LSAs will join remote learning lessons to support identified students, as necessary.  

● The school will place an importance on pupils continuing to access a timetable that 
mirrors their face-to-face timetable in order to minimise changes in routines. 

● Teachers will support pupils to access their work. The school will develop the use of 
digital tools such as assisted reading.  



● If appropriate, pupils will still receive targeted support & interventions through our 
google classroom platform. This may include support for learning or social, emotional 
& mental well-being.  

● We will offer extra coaching and support, as necessary.  

● If required, students will have additional resources or equipment delivered to their 
family home to ease the transition from school to home and to support learning.  

● Advice and support will be provided for parents to improve their confidence with how 
to support their child’s learning from home, if necessary.  

● Teachers will continue to deliver high quality teaching with differentiation, clear 
explanations, sharing models of good work, scaffolding to support and feedback.  

  



2 Selective Restrictions 
If local restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home, the provision will differ 
from that for Extensive Restrictions in the following ways:  

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 
Please note: the first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our 
standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote 
teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education on the first day or 
two of pupils being sent home? 
 
As detailed in Section 1, we would hope to offer remote learning provision from the first day.  
 
Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly 
the same curriculum as they would if they were in school? 
We will aim to teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and 
appropriate, with students following a ‘normal’ timetable during the day. However, as detailed in 
Section 1, we may need to make some adaptations in some subjects.  

Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 
We expect that students working remotely will spend the following amount of time each day:: 

Students in years 7-10 - 4-5 hours, depending on the specific lessons on their timetable 

Students in years 11-13 - 5 hours  

Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are providing? 

Additional Google Classrooms will be set up for those students who are having to work from 
home. Details of these classrooms will be provided to students and parents at the appropriate 
time. These classrooms will contain material and assignments that are relevant to the 
curriculum being studied at the point of isolation. 

In addition, lessons, assignments and support material being delivered in school can be 
accessed by students through their normal Google Classrooms (GCs) (This is particularly 
important for exam groups). As well as GCs, students may be guided to other learning platforms 
or approved websites to facilitate their learning still further.  



Where possible, live lessons, delivered by the students’ usual teacher, will take place,(for 
example if a whole class of students is working from home). Such lessons will follow the 
procedures as detailed in Section 1. 

Students will be given clear guidance as to which work they should complete while at home. 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support 
them to access remote education? 

Please see the procedures as detailed in Section 1. 

How will my child be taught remotely? 

Please see the procedures as detailed in Section 1. There may be a greater emphasis on 
pre-recorded material and guidance to material, activities and assignments due to the fact that 
lessons will be going on in school for the majority of students. 

Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as 
parents and carers should provide at home? 
 
Please see the procedures as detailed in Section 1.  

 

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be 
informed if there are concerns? 
 

Please see the procedures as detailed in Section 1.·   

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Please see the procedures as detailed in Section 1. 

Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from 
adults at home to access remote education? 

Please see the procedures as detailed in Section 1. 

3 Individual Self-isolation 
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in 
school, how remote education is provided will differ slightly from the approach for large groups 
of students. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 



If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote 
education differ from the approaches described above?  
 

While the majority of procedures outlined in Section 2 will be followed when individuals are 
self-isolating, there will be no access to live lessons at all. Work in ‘isolation’ Google 
Classrooms will still be linked to the curriculum but may be more generic in nature than any set 
up for specific classes as outlined in Section 2. 

Students will still be able to access material and assignments set in their normal Google 
Classrooms - it will be important for students in exam groups to keep up to date with the work 
set in these GCs. As the use of GCs is now an established part of learning practice  for 
students, they will find it easier to keep up to date when self-isolating 

Parents and Carers should contact their child’s Head of Year for any specific guidance required 
if their child has to self-isolate. 


