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Essex Police is committed to supporting young people of all ages. We have a team of 
four Children and Young Persons Officers within Colchester who work with multiple 
agencies to protect those who are deemed at risk of exploitation.  
We work alongside schools, social care, youth clubs and other agencies to provide to 
support for those who need it most. We understand the difficulties faced by young peo-
ple and their families and how easy it is for someone to fall into the world of crime. We 
aim to build a positive relationship with young people and make them realise that we are 
there to support them and help them in any way we can.  
As a team we are continuously working on new ideas, updating our approaches and lis-
tening to what the children have to say. In 2020 our team expanded from two to four as 
we realised the importance of working with young people, we began building more rela-
tionships with other clubs and agencies and were assigned Children Homes and Semi-
Independent Accommodations to support those who live within care. Further to this we 
each had Secondary Schools assigned to us managing three to four each, building a 
working relationship with the safeguarding officers who can make referrals to us when 
they suspect someone could be at risk of exploitation.  
Unfortunately, Covid-19 has limited the work conducted in schools but in the future we 
hope to assist other agencies hold talks with pupils, support clubs and listen to the con-
cerns pupils may have about crime within their locality, school or even concerns around 
the police and our powers.  
We hope this expansion will reach more children who are vulnerable and allow parents 
and pupils to identify the signs of grooming and report it.  
This is an expansion that will take time to perfect, but we have already seen many posi-
tive outcomes due to our close working relationship with the schools. We hope that by 
working alongside pupils and their parents we can pro-actively stop those who seek to 
prey on our most vulnerable and get to the heart of why some young persons commit 
crime and not just criminalise them. This is an ambitious task but with your help we be-
lieve we can make a significant difference.  
You shall now see an article from us in every newsletter sent by Essex Police highlight-
ing issues that the Children and Young Persons Officers have come across during a 
working month with tips and useful information. We shall name agencies, such as the 
Children’s Society and Bernardos to name a few to guide you to information and sup-
port.  
The four CYP Officers will continue to work closely with the young people of Colches-
ter and reach out to all those in our community. Please look for our article in the news-

letter every month and if you have any concerns please ensure you speak to your School 
safeguarding officer, contact 101, use the website or 999 in an emergency. Remember 
we are here to keep you and your children safe; no concern is too small to report and 

perhaps we can guide you to the most appropriate agency to handle your concern.  

Useful Contact 
details and 
Websites: 
 
Essex Police— 
Tel—101 (non-
emergency) 
www.essex.polic
e.uk 
 
NSPCC— 
0808 800 5000 
www.nspcc.org.
uk 
 
Essex Social 
Care— 
0345 603 7627 
www.essex.gov.
uk 

tel:08088005000

