
 
A Guide to Remote Learning at Philip Morant  

 
Having reviewed the ways in which we have provided learning material to students since we went 
into partial closure as a result of the current pandemic, we have put together this guide to help 
parents and students with accessing tasks set and feedback given.  
 
Accessing Assignments through Google Classroom 
 

● Assignments for each day will be posted between 7.45am and 8am 
● Students should receive email notifications for each assignment, but it is worth checking 

their Remote Learning Timetable and going to the relevant Google Classroom to double 
check 

● Assignments will give an indication of when and how the piece of work should be submitted 
(usually this will be by the end of the day it is set - if assignments are to be spread over 
several Remote Learning Sessions, this will be indicated and reminders given in the 
following timetabled sessions) 

 
Organising a Day’s Learning 
 

● Wherever possible, students should follow their Remote Learning Timetable for the day as 
this has been designed to help them manage their workload effectively 

● Students should only work on the assignment for the length of time indicated. If they are 
unable to complete the work in the allotted time, they should not worry, but add a note to 
their work to let the teacher know. It’s also helpful to explain why they were unable to 
complete the task as this will help the teacher with future planning 

● Where a student's combination of options (at KS4) gives them an unbalanced timetable, 
tasks from 'heavier' days can be carried over to 'lighter' days. Again, they should let their 
teacher know the reason why an assignment hasn’t been completed on the allotted day 

● Students should try to organise their time, where possible,  so that they can be involved in 
the ‘Classroom Talk’ sessions that are being added to the timetable (see section below on 
‘Interacting with Teachers and Other Students’) 

 
Requesting Support for Assignments 
 

● The best way to get individual help with an assignment is by sending a Private Comment to 
the teacher(s) leading the Google Classroom. (These comments are not seen by other 
students in the classroom) 

● Students should also look for any additional help that is posted on the Stream in a classroom, 
as teachers may respond to similar questions from other students in this way 

 
Interacting with Teachers and Other Students 
 
To enrich the online learning experience teachers are beginning to schedule Classroom Talk 
sessions which students and teachers will be able to use in order to: share ideas, ask and answer 
questions and gain progress updates and group feedback. These sessions are live, text-based and 
conducted via Google Classroom. 



 
● Teachers will publish the time of the Classroom Talk when posting that day’s task at 8 am  
● Teachers will share the Classroom Talk document with the students between the times 

stated, and students will then be able to contribute to the document - asking questions and 
sharing ideas with their teacher(s) and each other. 

● Students must abide by the rules already published in our remote learning Code of Conduct, 
specifically that “abuse of the system, including inappropriate or time-wasting messages 
addressed to staff or other students is not acceptable. Any student who does not follow the 
simple rules laid out here may find their access to Classrooms restricted or removed, and 
parents/carers will be informed.”  This will also be recorded as a school behaviour incident 
which will reduce their Standards Score for the half-term. 

● It should be noted that in Google apps everything is saved and everything is traceable. 
 
Accessing Feedback from Teachers 
 
Each subject will have a minimum of one piece of work every 2 weeks where individual feedback is 
given to the student. The nature of this will vary by subject. Feedback may be given in any of the 
following ways - students should get into the habit of looking for feedback in any of these forms: 
 

● Replies to Private Comments 
● General feedback given through the Classroom Stream 
● Annotations on returned work - the student will usually need to re-open their submitted 

work to see their teacher’s comments 
● Marks for Google Quizzes and subsequent comments/support 
● Marks and comments on work completed on third-party learning platforms, including 

Seneca, MyMaths and others. 
 

An outline of the content and types of feedback for different subjects will be given in a separate 
document. 
 
Reading ‘Student Notices’ and Email 
 

● Students should check the Student Notices (or Student Notices 2) classroom at least once a 
day to keep up to date with the latest developments and access health, well-being and 
remote learning support information. 

● Students should check their school email at least once a day to ensure they are receiving 
messages specifically for them, for instance, from their subject teachers. 

 
Completing ‘Learning Logs’ 
 

● Students should complete and submit a Learning Log at the end of each day of remote 
learning. 

● The Learning Log is made available at 12 noon each school day with a suggested deadline of 
8 pm that day. Logs received after 8 pm but before the publication of the following day’s log 
are accepted as completed. 

● The link to the Learning Log will appear in the Student Notices (and Student Notices 2) 
classroom, and will also arrive as an email notification in a student’s school email account 
(unless they have turned off notifications). 

● Further help can be found here. 
 

https://philipmorant.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Google-Classroom-Code-of-Conduct.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sXtUDtwJYxAxjwUMTqc94MfLzdQeG_dvNHh-j7fjWK4/view


Recognising Engagement with Remote Learning 
 
Completion of the daily Learning Log is a virtual ‘attendance mark’ for a student and one important 
way that a student can signal to the school that they are engaging with remote learning. The 
Learning Log form also gives them the opportunity to ask for support (and tell us what has gone 
particularly well that day). 
 
With remote learning now firmly established we will be asking teachers to report via Go4Schools 
the extent to which students are engaging with tasks set in their subjects. These ATRL scores 
(Attitude To Remote Learning) will provide parents a simple overview of their child’s current level 
of engagement with remote learning. 
 
We will use our Standards Awards system to recognise students who are showing commitment to 
their learning through regular and punctual submission of Learning Logs AND achieving good ATRL 
scores from their teachers. 
 
 
 
Additional Support Materials 
 

● Help sheets for parents and students can be found in the Remote Learning section of the 
school website : https://philipmorant.essex.sch.uk/remote-learning/ 

 
● Further help sheets and videos can be found in the Classwork section of the Student Notices 

Google Classrooms under the heading Classroom Help. 

https://philipmorant.essex.sch.uk/remote-learning/

