
 

  
 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Year 9 BATTLEFIELDS OF BELGIUM AND FRANCE HISTORY FIELD TRIP 
Tuesday 26 – Friday 29 November 2019 
 
I write to you concerning the Battlefields trip on the dates above.  I have now received confirmation of the 
final arrangements relating to this History field trip.   
There will be a short meeting in the Q Theatre, to which all parents are invited, on Wednesday 23 October 
from 6.00 pm to 6.45 pm. 
 
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CAREFULLY – there is a lot of it, but it is very important. 
 
Travel Arrangements  
We have had to adjust our timings to account for longer waiting and processing times anticipated at Dover 
and Calais, in the light of possible Brexit outcomes from 31 October. 
 

Tuesday 26 
NOVEMBER 
 
Depart Colchester 
Arrive Dover 
Depart Dover 
Arrive Calais 
Depart Calais 
Fieldwork, Lijssenthoek 
Arrive Kemmel 

TIME 
 
 
07.00 
09.40 
11.10 
13.40 
13.50 
 
18.00 
 

Friday 29 
NOVEMBER 
 
Depart Kemmel 
Fieldwork Ypres Salient 
Arrive Calais 
Depart Calais 
Arrive Dover 
Depart Dover 
Arrive Colchester 

TIME 
 
 
09.00 
 
15.55 
17.25 
17.45 
18.00 
20.45 
 

 
The party will be staying at this address: 
 

ADDRESS: CJT De lork 
Lundestraat 1 
8956 Heuvelland-kemmell 
Belguim 

TELEPHONE NO:  Emergencies only 0032 57445970 

 

There is a public telephone in the hotel, but for outgoing calls only.   
Students/Parents will be issued with the Trip Mobile Number for Extreme Emergencies, just before the 
departure date. 

To parents of Year 9 Students participating in the 

Belgium & France Battlefields History Field Trip 

Ref: BLE/Belgium Final Letter 
3rd September 2019 



 

  
 

Our Departure point is:  Boadicea Way, near the Shrub End Road Junction 

Our coaches will collect from this point. When 

dropping off, please avoid parking on the road 

where marked on the Map to allow space for the 

coaches to park. A brief stay will also minimise the 

noise & disruption for the local residents.  

Please do not park in the entrance to the Colchester 

United Community Sports Trust complex.  

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

You should arrive here for 06.40, and we will depart 

promptly at 07.00.  

Please ensure travel medication is taken/accessible.  

We arrive back at the same place at approximately 8.45pm on Friday 29 November.    

We ask students to confirm their ETA with parents when we get to the M25/A12 junction at Brentwood.  

Again, please park carefully to allow the coaches access into their unloading area. 

Suggested Equipment List 
 

 Washing equipment – toothbrush and toiletries 

 TOWEL (These are NOT provided at the Hotel) 

 Night Clothes 

 Warm jumpers/trousers  

 Socks and underwear 

 Comfortable walking shoes 

 Wellington boots (IT WILL BE MUDDY!)  

 Plastic carrier for dirty boots – with student’s name clearly marked 

 Casual clothes for evenings 

 Money (see below) 

 Camera 

 Digital Electronic Device, if required (see below) 

 PENS, PENCILS (students will be supplied with a Clipboard) 

 Large Packed lunch (for outward journey) 

 Waterproof coat (IT WILL BE WET!!) 

 Rucksack for daytime use. 

 Warm Coat (IT WILL BE VERY COLD!!) 

 European Plug Adaptors for any electrical equipment (eg phone/chargers etc) 



 

  
 

 
We will provide each child attending this trip with a complimentary Trip Hoodie a few days before  
departure.  This will serve 3 purposes: 

 allow all participants on this trip to be clearly visible and identifiable to permit enhanced supervision on 
the first and last days of the trip when travelling 

 provide each child with an extra item of clothing whilst on the trip 

 create an additional souvenir of the experience 
 

Mobile Phones: 
These are an ideal way for students to keep in touch with family, however, these will not be allowed while 
we are visiting historical sites.  There is no Wi-Fi at the hotel that we will be staying at. You are advised to 
check with your mobile phone provider as to charges for phone calls, texts, 4G, roaming etc, and other 
changes to costs post- Brexit, from 31 October.  These may vary from fees charged at present. 
 
Money: 
Our party will be based in Belgium, but there will be visits to the Somme area in France.  Euros will be needed, 
but sterling can be used on the boat.  In estimating how much money your child will need, bear in mind the 
following: 
(a) Your child may wish to purchase snacks and soft drinks from the bar at the hotel. 
(b) There will be some time for shopping in Ypres, also we visit several chocolate shops, and all the museums 

have souvenir shops. 
 

Digital Entertainment Devices: 
Your child may wish to bring a small digital device for playing music etc. for the outward and return journeys.  
However, we do ask that these are not permitted whilst we are working during the Field Work outings, so 
that your child may benefit fully from the experience.  All devices are carried at the student's own risk of 
theft, loss or damage.  Please bring headphones to listen to music on the coach.  
 

 

Wreath Laying, Last Post Ceremony, Menin Gate: 
I am very pleased to inform you that The Philip Morant School has been selected to lay wreaths at the Last 
Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate, Ypres, on Wednesday 27 November.   
All students and staff attend this simple but extremely moving short ceremony, before returning to take part 
in more activities at the Study Centre and hotel.  It is a real honour for the school, for students, for parents 
and for friends of the School 
In order to select the students who will carry and lay our wreaths I am inviting any student who would like to 
do this to return the attached form, signed and completed, by Friday 27 September. A draw will be made at 
this time to choose the successful students.   
 
For the ceremony these students will be required to wear a school shirt, their school tie and school blazer, 
and smart dark trousers, and school shoes, which they will have to bring with them in their luggage for the 
fieldtrip.  
 

Please note that these students may be filmed and photographed at the ceremony by other participants, 
observers and officials who will be unknown to us. Successful students will be informed in writing.  



 

  
 

 
The Last Post Ceremony takes place at 8pm every single day of the year at the Menin Gate in Ypres.  The 
Menin Gate commemorates the 55,000 British and Commonwealth soldiers who gave their lives in World 
War One and whose remains have never been found. All of their names are inscribed on the monument. The 
ceremony is led every day by the Buglers from the Ypres Fire Brigade, and we will be lucky enough to be able 
to assist in the ceremony by laying our wreaths on behalf of the students, staff, parents and friends of the 
School. 
 
Duty Free – No Such Thing!: 
 
Children under 17 are not entitled to any Duty-Free Allowance.  This includes perfume.  I would also remind 
you that flick knives are illegal in this country.  Please impress upon your child that they may not purchase 
these items, or anything resembling them (e.g. flick combs).  Lighters and cigarettes are also not to be 
purchased. 
 
Any firework purchased in France or Belgium is deemed to be an illegal explosive when carried into Britain 
by any student.  The potential actions and penalties imposed upon the students who are found to have 
these items by the Authorities, must be stressed to all students as being of the gravest consequence. 
 
We want the trip to be both educational and enjoyable for the pupils but there are a few rules which must 
be obeyed: 
 
1. There is to be no consumption of alcoholic drinks and no smoking by the students. 
2. We must also request that students should not bring or purchase any chewing gum whilst on this trip. 
3. Children are not to leave the hotel unaccompanied by an adult. 
4. At some of the sites visited there may be exposed relics, students are not to touch these as some may 

be dangerous. 
 
Students must not purchase any of the following items:  
Antique/reproduction bullets, fireworks, lighters, cigarettes, knives, flick knives or blades. 
 
It must be clearly understood that if such items are found in the possession of any students, we reserve the 
right to contact parents immediately, so that their children may be collected and taken away from the trip. 
  
We expect all students to behave in a responsible manner and I would like to thank you in advance for your 
help in ensuring this. 
 



 

  
 

Brexit and arrangements post-31 October 2019 
 
We still don't know how Britain will leave the EU on 31 October- with a deal, or without. If the UK leaves with 
a deal, there will be a transition period until the end of 2020, during which little will actually change. 
In either scenario UK travellers won't need a Visa 
The European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) allows any EU citizen to access state medical care when they are 
travelling in another EU country. In the event of a no-deal Brexit, UK registered EHICs will no longer be valid.   
Travel Insurance has been arranged through the Department of Education Risk Protection Arrangement (RPA) 
Overseas Travel.  More detailed information about this insurance and cover is available upon request from 
Student Services. 
 
 
There should be six months left from the date of arrival on a UK passport. This applies to adult and child 
passports.  Therefore all students on this trip must have a passport that is valid until 26 May 2020. 
If you renewed a passport before it expired, extra months may have been added to your new passport’s 
expiry date.  
Any extra months on your passport over 10 years may not count towards the six months that should be 
remaining for travel to most countries in Europe That means all passports for students on this trip must have 
been issued on or after 26 May 2010.  
The new rules will apply to passports issued by the UK, Gibraltar, Guernsey, the Isle of Man and Jersey 
PLEASE CHECK THAT YOUR CHILD’S PASSPORT IS VALID FOR TRAVEL ON THIS TRIP. 
You can check by visiting www.gov.uk.  PLEASE renew passports as soon as possible.  
 
The Government has said that from 31 October, whatever deal or no-deal Brexit has been achieved, it is very 
likely that there will be additional delays at ports and airports for security screening. 
 
Ferries are covered by international maritime convention so there won't be any changes in service.  
We will continue to monitor the situation at ports and will keep all informed of any delays as soon as they 
happen.  As with any news from the trip, messages to parents will be communicated via the school website. 
 
At the present time, the UK is a member of the Interbus Agreement. If there is a no-deal Brexit, the UK will 
apply to be an independent member and the UK government is already taking the necessary steps to ensure 
this happens once we cease to be a member through the EU. In its current form the agreement will provide 
access for occasional services in the EU by UK operators, and we are advised that coach holidays and tours 
will not be affected.  
 
Under EU rules, the cost of making calls, sending messages or using the internet on your phone in the EU is 
the same in the UK. If the UK leaves without a deal these rules will no longer apply – however, some UK 
companies have said they may continue to offer this benefit to their customers. Before you travel, check with 
your mobile phone provider about the costs of using your phone in the EU. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/passport-rules-for-travel-to-europe-after-brexit


 

  
 

What you need to do now: 
 

In order to help with the administration of the trip, I should be grateful if all students could supply the 
following: 
 

1. Their OWN FULL PASSPORT (as stated in the original letter) which is to be brought on the day of 
departure and to be handed to a member of staff.   

This passport MUST be valid until at least 26 May 2020 
 

2. A European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) Please check that the EHIC will be valid until at least December 
2019.  If not, please renew immediately. 

 

3. Please complete the attached form regarding the TOUR HOODIE which will be issued as an important 
part of our safety procedures, to enhance student and staff visibility and awareness. 

 

4. Please complete the attached form regarding the WREATH LAYING at the Menin Gate Last Post 
Ceremonies, should you wish your child to be considered for this. 

 
5. Please complete the MEDICAL FORM & DIETARY NEEDS FORM attached to this letter.   
 
 

 

I would be grateful if you CLICK HERE to electronically respond OR return all of the attached reply slips 

and the necessary documentation to STUDENT SERVICES BY Friday 27 September 2019 at the latest 
 

In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 23 October at the Parents' Information 
Meeting. However, please do not hesitate to ring me at the School, if you require any further information or 
clarification. 
 

Students will receive a final sheet of last minute information and reminders a few days before the trip.  They 
must also look out for any notices about this trip outside the History Office. 
 
 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr B Lawrance 
Subject Leader in History,  
Trip Leader 
 

https://forms.gle/PAzpZedXNbWex6G2A


 

  
 

REPLY SLIP:  Please return to Student Services by Friday 27 September 2019 
 
 
Student Name: ________________________________________ Tutor Group: ____________ 

 
 

Information meeting - Wednesday 23 October 2019 
 

I/we *will be attending/will be unable to attend the meeting on Wednesday 23 October.   
I will require ………….... seats. 
 
*Please delete as appropriate. 
 

 
Passport and EHIC Information 
 

 I understand that my son/daughter must have their own full passport, Valid until at least 26th May 
2020, and issued on or later than 20 May 2010 

 My son/daughter's nationality is __________________________ 

 I attach my son/daughter’s EHIC card (Valid until at least December 2019) 

 I attach the completed medical and dietary needs form 

 I attach the completed wreath laying form 
 

Trip Hoodie 
The Hoodies will come in 4 sizes, (all adult sizes).  
Please circle below which Hoodie size your child will require. 
 
Small  36"   Medium  40"   Large  44"   XL  48" 
 

Unfortunately, we are unable to guarantee Hoodies to any student who does not meet this deadline, so 
please avoid disappointment by completing this form early and ensuring it is handed in without delay. 



 

  
 

Wreath Laying at the Menin Gate Last Post Ceremony, 27 November 2019  
 

Student Name: ________________________________________ Tutor Group: ______________ 

 

1. I would like my son/daughter to take part in the laying of a wreath at the above ceremony.  
2. I consent to any photography/filming /publicity that this may cause. 
3. I agree that my son/daughter may be supervised by the organisers of the Last Post ceremony at the 

Menin Gate. 
4. I agree to ensure that full and smart uniform is provided for my son/daughter to wear if they are chosen, 

and the full responsibility for this uniform whilst on the trip lies solely with my son/daughter. 
5. I agree that the trip leader reserves the right to withdraw my son/daughter from laying the wreath at the 

above ceremonies should their behaviour be deemed unsuitable at any time by the trip Leader or other 
supervising Staff. 

 

Signed: _______________________________________________  Date: _________________ 

   (Parent/Carer) 

 



 

  
 

Please return this medical/contact form to Student Services by 27th September 2019 

Please ensure that you fill in every section on BOTH SIDES and sign the form 

MEDICAL/CONTACT FORM 

Year 9 History Trip, Belgium Battlefields, 26-29 November 2019 
 

STUDENT DETAILS 

Name of Student: ____________________________________________             Tutor Group: ______________ 

 

Date of Birth: ________________________                                  Male                 Female 

 

 

MEDICAL INFORMATION 

Family Doctor’s Name: ___________________________  Tel No: _____________________ 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please state whether your child is subject to any condition which may need medical treatment necessary whilst on 

this trip 

YES/NO 
 

Please give details: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Will your child need to bring any medication on this trip? 

Please give details, including dosage. ____________________________________________ 

Has your child been vaccinated against tetanus? 

Date of last injection (if known) __________________________ 

Date of Booster: (if known) __________________________ 

Does your child suffer from any allergies? 

 

Please give details _____________________________________ 

 



 

  
 

AUTHORISATION FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT 

Please give the name and address of parent, relative or carer who can be easily contacted with the minimum of 

delay in the event of an emergency while your child is away 

 

Name: _____________________________________________    Relationship to child: _____________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________     Daytime Tel no: __________________________                                         

 

___________________________________________________    Evening Tel no: __________________________ 

                                                                                                                                         (PLEASE GIVE STD CODE) 

___________________________________________________ 

 

I understand that in accepting a place on this trip, the school reserves the right to send home any 

student, after making suitable arrangements with parents, if he/she does not comply with the highest 

standards of behaviour expected whilst on this school trip. 

 

Signed: _____________________________________________________       Date: _______________ 

                                                           Parent/Carer 

 

 

Are there any special dietary needs for your child? e.g.: vegetarian 

 

Details: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I agree that, if required, the following treatments may be administered to my child by a member of staff or first 

aider.  Please tick where appropriate: -   

 

Adhesive plasters  Calamine Lotion    Antiseptic wipes  

  

Savlon cream or spray  Anthisan insect bite cream   Paracetamol 

 

Details of the administration of these treatments will be entered in the Centre’s Sick Bay Log 


